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Last year’s EGES Final Report 

• “Upon the invitation of UNSD, several experts expressed 
their willingness to contribute to a proposal to create a 
repository of environment-related surveys and censuses...” 

• “…sharing of these surveys may help countries analyse 
good practices in survey design, estimation procedures 
and data analysis” 

• “…sharing of surveys which feature a module specifically 
focused on environment statistics (e.g. MICSes) is also 
encouraged” 

 

 



United Nations Statistics Division 

Current status 

• UNSD, in collaboration with this Expert Group, has compiled a list online: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/environment/censusesandsurveys.html  

• 62 surveys/censuses online in one list alphabetically by country name.  
[country], [census or survey title], [year census or survey was 
administered], [language if other than English] 

• Themes of censuses/surveys include agriculture, environment 
protection expenditure, fisheries, GHG emissions, land management, 
sanitation, waste, water 

• Both household and business surveys (including government sector 
surveys) 

• Most are in English, but all languages are welcome 
 

 

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/environment/censusesandsurveys.html
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/environment/censusesandsurveys.html
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Other international organisations’ similar work 

• PARIS21’s International Household Survey Network 

• “…a searchable list of surveys and censuses conducted in low- 
and middle-income countries… maintained in collaboration 
with the World Bank and national and international agencies.” 

 Filtered (by keyword, country and year) database of 5906 
surveys. 

 Scope goes well beyond environment. 

 Household surveys only. 

 

 

http://catalog.ihsn.org/index.php/catalog
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Other international organisations’ similar work 

• The World Bank’s Living Standards Measurement Survey 

• “The goal of the LSMS is to facilitate the use of household 
survey data for evidence-based policymaking.” 

 Filtered (by theme, sub-theme, country and year) database 
of 113 surveys; also tabulated. 

 Scope goes well beyond environment. 

 Household surveys only. 

 

 

http://iresearch.worldbank.org/lsms/lsmssurveyFinder.htm


United Nations Statistics Division 

Other data sources of environment statistics 
• Statistical surveys (e.g., censuses or sample surveys of 

population, housing, agriculture, enterprises, households, 
employment, and different aspects of environment 
management);  

• Administrative records of government and non-government 
agencies responsible for natural resources, as well as other 
ministries and authorities; 

• Remote sensing and thematic mapping (e.g., satellite imaging 
and mapping of land use and land cover, water bodies or 
forest cover);  

• Monitoring systems (e.g., field-monitoring stations for water 
quality, air pollution or climate);  

• Scientific research and special projects undertaken to fulfil 
domestic or international demand 

 
Source of above text: FDES, para. 1.39 
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Analysis of question structure themselves 
(expenditure) 

Above: Statistics Canada, 
Industrial Water Survey, 
Manufacturing Industries, 
2015.  

Left: Czech Statistical 
Office, Annual 
Questionnaire on 
Environmental 
Protection 
Expenditure, 2003.  
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Analysis of question structure themselves 
(expenditure) 

Department of Statistics, Malaysia, Environmental Protection Expenditure 
Survey, 2015 
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Analysis of question structure themselves (volume) 

Statistics Canada, Industrial 
Water Survey, Manufacturing 
Industries, 2015.  



United Nations Statistics Division 

Analysis of question structure themselves (volume) 

Statistics 
Canada, 
Industrial Water 
Survey, 
Manufacturing 
Industries, 
2015.  
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Analysis of question structure themselves (volume) 

Federal Statistical Office, Germany, 
Irrigation follow-up survey of the 
census of agriculture, 2010.  
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Selected questions for discussion 

• How should the UNSD compilation be used by countries?   
• What data collection methods are useful for difficult topics?  How can 

difficult topics be identified? 
• How should guidance be provided in using the questionnaires? 

•  Which questions are appropriate in which national/regional 
contexts? Can guidance be provided on question wording?  

• Should there be a compilation of best practices (and for which topics, 
given that some environment statistics are already well covered, with 
many practices compiled, e.g. crops and livestock) – covering a 
variety of regions and country circumstances for resource availability, 
staffing, skill levels, e.g., where surveys are feasible, administrative 
data etc.? 

• Should other materials, questionnaire guides, manuals, etc. be included 
to interpret the questionnaires or add additional value? 


